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Appendix A 
Public Notification that a potential event was occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
 

Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 

 
The Appendix A Supplemental contains all the pertinent National Weather Service notices issued 
by either the San Diego or Phoenix office in date and time order. 
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FIGURE A-2 
ADVISORY POSTED BY ICAPCD 

 
Fig A-2:  The Imperial County Air Pollution Control District posted on its webpage these 
advisory notices to inform the public about the impending high winds that could create 
elevated levels of PM10 
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FIGURE A-3 
WIND ADVISORY FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-3:   By 7:51 p.m. on March 5, 2016, a Wind Advisory was in place for Imperial County 
in anticipation of the high winds expected from the approaching weather system. Source: 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603060351 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603060351
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FIGURE A-4 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-4 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2

 
Fig A-4:   San Diego NWS office issued an Urgent Weather Message at 3:02 am on March 
6, 2016 for the San Diego County Mountains and Deserts.  Iowa State University, Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201603061102  

 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201603061102
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FIGURE A-5 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-5 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 
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FIGURE A-5 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg3 

 
Fig A-5:   San Diego NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 3:29 am on March 
6, 2016 for the San Diego County Mountains and Deserts.  Iowa State University, Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201603061129  

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201603061129
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FIGURE A-6 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1
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FIGURE A-6 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 

 
Fig A-6:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 2:30 am on March 6, 
2016 for Southeast California and Southwest Arizona.  Iowa State University, Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603061030  

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603061030
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FIGURE A-7 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 

 
Fig A-7:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Urgent Weather Message at 2:51 am on March 6, 
2016 for Southeast California and Southwest Arizona.  Iowa State University, Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603061051  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603061051
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FIGURE A-8 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-8 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 
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FIGURE A-8 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO CO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg3 

 
Fig A-8:   San Diego NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 8:42 am on March 
6, 2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201603061642  

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDSGX&e=201603061642
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FIGURE A-9 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-9 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 
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FIGURE A-9 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg3 

 Fig A-9:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 8:53 am on March 6, 
2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603061653  

 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603061653


March 6, 2016 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix A 

78 

FIGURE A-10 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-10 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 

 
Fig A-10:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 12:04 pm on March 
6, 2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603062004  

 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603062004
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FIGURE A-11 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE SAN DIEGO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-11 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE SAN DIEGO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 

 

 Fig A-11:   San Diego NWS office issued an Urgent Weather Message at 1:11 pm on March 
6, 2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201603062111  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201603062111
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FIGURE A-12 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg1 
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FIGURE A-12 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION SAN DIEGO MARCH 6, 2016 – Pg2 

 

Fig A-12:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Area Forecast Discussion at 12:42 pm on March 
6, 2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603062042 

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=AFDPSR&e=201603062042
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FIGURE A-13 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE PHOENIX AZ MARCH 6, 2016 

 

 
Fig A-13:   Phoenix NWS office issued an Urgent Weather Message at 6:21 pm on March 
6, 2016.  Iowa State University, Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603070221  

  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWPSR&e=201603070221
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FIGURE A-14 
ZONE FORECAST FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
Fig A-14:  A Zone Forecast for the San Diego deserts reiterated the Wind Advisory that 
was already in effect and the strong possibility of blowing dust or sand. This area was 
immediately upstream to Imperial County. Source: Iowa Environmental Mesonet: 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=ZFPSGX&e=201603062200 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=ZFPSGX&e=201603062200
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FIGURE A-15 
IMPERIAL VALLEY AIR QUALITY – BRAWLEY SITE, MARCH 6, 2016 

 
Fig A-15:   Screenshot of Imperial Valley Air Quality for Brawley on March 6, 2016. 
Source: http://www.imperialvalleyair.org/site.cfm?site=7765&date=03/06/2016  

http://www.imperialvalleyair.org/site.cfm?site=7765&date=03/06/2016
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FIGURE A-16 
STRONG WINDS DEVELOP ACROSS SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA 

 
Fig A-16:  A Weather Story issued on the morning of March 6, 2016 forecasted a strong 
Pacific weather system would bring strong winds across the region with gusts up to 45 
mph or higher. Southeastern California was expected to receive the highest winds. 
Source: NWS Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-17 

WIND ADVISORY FOR A WIDE REGION 

 
 
Fig A-17: The map illustrates the wide region covered by the wind advisories issued by 
the San Diego NWS.  The San Diego NWS office forecasted strong winds associated with 
the weather system.  Source: NWS Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-18 
BLOWING DUST IDENTIFIED OVER SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA 

 
 

Fig A-18:  Blowing dust was identified over southeastern California on March 6, 2016. The 
effective time was up through 1900 PST.  Source: 
http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/smoke.html 

http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/smoke.html
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FIGURE A-19 
WIND & DUST ADVISORY FOR THE DESERT SOUTHWEST 

 

 
 

Fig A-19:  Local news channels carried the Wind and Dust Advisories issued by the NWS 
warning of high winds and blowing dust. Source: KYMA KSWT KECY News; 
http://www.kyma.com/dust-and-wind-advisory-for-the-desert-southwest/ [3/8/2016 
8:18:41 AM] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.kyma.com/dust-and-wind-advisory-for-the-desert-southwest/
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FIGURE A-20 
ONLINE NEWS REPORT FOR WINTER STORM, SAN DIEGO EAST COUNTY 

 
Fig A-20:  Online news story reporting winter thunderstorms for San Diego East County, 
Source: 
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/winter-storm-brings-severe-thunderstorms-
snow-region   

https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/winter-storm-brings-severe-thunderstorms-snow-region
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/winter-storm-brings-severe-thunderstorms-snow-region
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FIGURE A-21 
ONLINE NEWS REPORT FOR WINTER STORM #2, SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

 
Fig A-21:  Online news story reporting winter thunderstorms for San Diego County, 
Source: https://timesofsandiego.com/life/2016/03/06/34230/  

 

https://timesofsandiego.com/life/2016/03/06/34230/
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FIGURE A-22 
WESTMORLAND AIR QUALITY ALERT 

 
 

Fig A-22:  The dust lofted by winds on March 6, 2016 was so substantial that it caused an 
Air Quality Alert to be issued.  Source: ICAPCD archives 
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FIGURE A-23 
AIR QUALITY INDEX 

Air Quality Index 
Levels of Health 

Concern 

Numerical 
Value Meaning 

Good 0 to 50 Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no 
risk. 

Moderate 51 to 100 
Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants there may be a 
moderate health concern for a very small number of people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution. 

Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups 101 to 150 Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general 

public is not likely to be affected. 

Unhealthy 151 to 200 Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitive 
groups may experience more serious health effects. 

Very Unhealthy 201 to 300 Health alert: everyone may experience more serious health effects. 

Hazardous 301 to 500 Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more 
likely to be affected. 

 
Fig A-23: The AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality. It tells you how clean or 
polluted your air is, and what associated health effects might be a concern for you. The 
AQI focuses on health affects you may experience within a few hours or days after 
breathing polluted air. EPA calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants regulated by 
the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, particle pollution (also known as particulate 
matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. For each of these 
pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect public health 
.Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose the greatest 
threat to human health in this country.  Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi


March 6, 2016 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix A 

95 

FIGURE A-24 
IMPERIAL COUNTY ISSUED NO BURN DAY 

 
 

Fig A-24:  A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of the 
conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day on March 6, 2016 
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FIGURE A-25 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT OF 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-25: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events 
Demonstration for March 6, 2016.  The date for closing comments was February 12, 2018 
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FIGURE A-27 
IMPERIAL COUNTY COMMENTS 

REGARDING THE MARCH 6, 2016 EE DEMONSTRATIONS 
 

The ICAPCD received no comment 


